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KAT Walk benefits:

Presenting 
Sponsor:

Gold 
Sponsor:

It’s Kidney awareness timeTM

Not near a Walk City?  You can still help!  Support a walker or make a 
donation at www.davitakatwalks.com.  Then invite friends and family to do 
the same.  They’ll learn about the risk factors when they do.  And every dollar 
counts in the fight against kidney disease! 

Do you have kidney disease?   26 million Americans have 
Chronic Kidney Disease.  Your friends or family may be among 
them.  Help us raise awareness and funds to fight CKD by 
joining the 2008 DaVita KAT Walks Across America.  
You’ll have a ball, and help 26 million friends in need.  Visit 
www.davitakatwalks.com for the list of upcoming walks.

children and talked about the importance 

of testing them for kidney disease early 

and often. Janelle walked in memory of her 

mother, who had a kidney transplant for 31 

years.

	 Patient Polly Peru brought forth tears 

from the crowd when she told her story of 

discovering she had kidney disease, and 

thanked the family of her kidney donor from 

the stage.  

	 San Leandro Mayor Tony Santos gave 

an emotional account of his own family’s 

experiences with CKD, and urged everyone 

present to get tested for kidney disease.  

And they did.  Participants lined up at The 

Kidney TRUST’s booth for the free kidney 

disease screening.

	 On to Visalia, CA, where The Visalia Times-

Delta covered the KAT Walk. The newspaper 

published an article the next day featuring 

the stories of two of the patients at the walk, 

Esmerelda Ruiz and Valerie Crapo.

	 The Visalia Walk also featured the first 

contest for the most spirited, best costumed 

“3+Me” Team. The Heavenly Grounds 

Coffee KATs team, with matching shirts, 

lots of energy, and KAT Paws all over, won 

the contest based on the highly subjective 

“applause meter” (the ears of Market Lead 

Charles Douglass and Regional Operations 

Director Jennie Porter). 

	 Proclamations and support from several 

city Council members and Congressman 

Devin Nunes lent an official air to the Opening 

Ceremonies. 

	 Stay tuned as Ripples the KAT and its 

entourage head to Long Beach!

	 See the City pages of: 

www.davitakatwalks.com for the story 

in pictures.


